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PROPOSED BLUEWAY AND SHARED-USE TRAIL SYSTEM
TO CONNECT PARKS, RIVERS AND COMMUNITIES IN
WESTERN HAMILTON COUNTY
Open House Events Scheduled to Gather Public Input

CINCINNATI, OH (June 26, 2023) — As part of the implementation of its 2019
Comprehensive Master Plan, Great Parks is leading the development of a new
initiative: the West Region Blueway & Trail System. The system will include both land
and water-based trails along the Great Miami and Whitewater rivers and will link
communities and parks extending from the Butler/Hamilton county line to the Ohio
River. In-person and virtual open house events have been scheduled to gather public
input that will be used to aid planning.

Virtual Open House & Survey
Open now through August 7, 2023
www.GreatParks.org/westregiontrails

In-Person Open House
July 13,2023 | 4 p.m. = 7 p.m.
Whitewater Crossing Christian Church
5771 OH-128 | Cleves, OH 45002

“The West Region Blueway & Trail System is about connections,” said Sean Creighton,
Landscape Architect and Project Manager for Great Parks. “Our goal for the project is
to enhance our blueway trails and establish a new shared-use trail to better connect
people with the outstanding natural spaces of western Hamilton County, nearby
communities and local points of interest.”

Creighton noted that a blueway, or water trail, is a network of connected waterways
featuring managed access points, clear signage and recreational amenities for
canoeists, kayakers and other paddlers to enjoy.

When complete, the West Region Blueway & Trail System will encompass both the
Great Miami River, Whitewater River, four of Great Park’s most spectacular
destinations — Miami Whitewater Forest, Campbell Lakes, Mitchell Memorial Forest


http://www.greatparks.org/westregiontrails

and Shawnee Lookout — and many spaces and communities in between. Goals for
the initial phase of development include:

¢ Identify strategies for strengthening and expanding western Hamilton
County’s blueway system

 Identify locations and develop design concepts for four to five canoe/kayak
access points along the Great Miami River and Whitewater River

e Develop plans for a shared-use trail along the Great Miami River corridor for
walkers, runners, bicyclists and others to enjoy

Great Parks is also looking for opportunities to expand its nature education
programming and paddling course offerings through this project. These may include
new outdoor education space; paddling classes for canoeists, kayakers and
paddleboarders; water safety classes; and classes focused on hiking, camping, local
flora and fauna and other similar topics.

A Regional Partnership

The West Region Blueway & Trail System will extend well beyond the borders of Great
Parks’ properties. As such, Great Parks will be working closely with local communities
and jurisdictions as well as other stakeholders and interest groups to develop plans
for advancing the much-needed connections between park properties and western
Hamilton County communities from concept to reality.

Public Input is Needed

As planning begins, Great Parks is seeking public input about what connections and
features the community would like included in the trail system. The public open
house events are an opportunity to learn more about the project and participate in
the planning process.

At the In-Person Open House, visitors will be able to review information highlighting
key components of the new trail system and planning process and discuss their
comments and questions with project team members. They will also be able to
participate in interactive activities designed to gather their input and suggestions.
Visitors can stop by at their convenience anytime during the open house hours.

The Virtual Open House & Survey presents the same information shared at the in-
person meeting but through a web-based narrative. Participants can share their
thoughts by answering interactive survey questions interspersed throughout the
material. The Virtual Open House will be open 24/7. Visitors can return as often as



they need using a computer, tablet or smartphone. The Virtual Open House is
accessible 24/7 at GreatParks.org/WestRegionTrails, now through August 7.

Individuals with disabilities needing reasonable accommodations to participate in
the open houses should contact Great Parks by July 6 at (513) 521-7275, Voice/TDD.
Comments and questions can also be shared with the project team by email, mail,
or phone:

Sean Creighton, West Region Blueway & Trail System Project Manager
Great Parks « 10245 Winton Road « Cincinnati, OH 45231
screighton@greatparks.org
(513) 245-7455

HHH

About Great Parks

Great Parks is the leader in conservation and nature-based experiences in
Southwest Ohio. With over 18,000 acres, 25 miles of river frontage, and 22 parks and
conservation areas, our Big Lands offer abundant options for guests to find their wild.
Great Parks removes barriers to the natural world and offers the opportunity for
everyone to experience the power of wild with the promise of well. Click here for more
information.

About the Great Miami Riverway

The Great Miami Riverway is the nation’s largest paved trail network and Ohio’s first
National Water Trail. It stretches across 99 miles, from Sidney to Middletown to the
Hamilton-Fairfield area and has made the Great Miami River a regional and national
destination for walkers, hikers, bikers, and paddlers. It travels through a variety of
landscapes, from urban skylines and river vistas to parklands and gently rolling hills.
For more information, visit the Great Miami Riverway website.

About the Ohio River Way

The Ohio River Way connects people and communities to opportunities for
adventure on and along the Ohio River from Portsmouth, Ohio, to West Point,
Kentucky. For more information, visit OhioRiverWay.org.
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Great Parks' New Proposed Trail System Would Link
Hamilton County's Western Parks and
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Communities
The public's invited to share their input on the new trail system through an online survey or at an in-person open
house July 13.
By Katherine Barrier on Tue, Jun 27,2023 at 12:34 pm SEND A NEWS TIP
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Miami Whitewater Forest

Great Parks is planning big things for its western parks, and it’s inviting the public to
give their input.

Hamilton County’s park system is planning the development of the West Region
Blueway & Trail System, a proposed series of blueways, or water trails, and shared- NEWSLETTERS
use trails along the Great Miami and Whitewater rivers that would connect parks

and communities from the Buter-Hamilton county line to the Ohio River. Join CityBeat Newsletters

Subscribe now to get the latest news delivered right
to your inbox.

The West Region Blueway & Trail System is about connections,” Sean Creighton, SIGN UP NOW

landscape architect and project manager for Great Parks, said in a press release.
“Our goal for the project is to enhance our blueway trails and establish a new shared- 28-DAY CHAIR YOGA “*
use trail to better connect people with the outstanding natural spaces of western
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Hamilton County, nearby communities and local points of interest.”

https://www.citybeat.com/arts/great-parks-new-proposed-trail-system-would-link-hamilton-countys-western-parks-and-communities-15511509 Page 1 of 19


https://greatercincinnatirestaurantweek.com/
https://www.citybeat.com/arts/tiktok-influencer-gabbie-egans-new-store-dicey-dyes-brings-tie-dye-lovers-paradise-to-covington-15756869
https://www.citybeat.com/arts/tiktok-influencer-gabbie-egans-new-store-dicey-dyes-brings-tie-dye-lovers-paradise-to-covington-15756869
https://www.citybeat.com/arts/pick-your-own-glass-pumpkin-from-this-colorful-pumpkin-patch-in-hocking-hills-15879243
https://www.citybeat.com/arts/pick-your-own-glass-pumpkin-from-this-colorful-pumpkin-patch-in-hocking-hills-15879243
https://www.citybeat.com/cincinnati/NewsletterSignup/Page
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CU0pp0Nj3ZNyaA9Kno9kPgZ-ZwAScz6HbcvHA4snvEceTivCVDhABIIKhyCBgyabEiZCkiBCgAaqC8NwByAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgTmAk_Q_FHkD3z6R2xgykDkkuaA1FFz8VV4jXsbrCXacXdxwn71bBPGx0V0gJOjDO93BWHQBEurW4VxtMmWpw9khGqaRSpk5cO33qlYOyw4pg-mS9MNbNKJB5VCkH68OJPP88FbgVlla4bdWSPu3-XaqWDOdFpzvQP7Wo5kReZG-VIuWbQaKUX1FJIYrYJ9UFBGK8FYyAhMGfET_iX4e-yfbShxH_-ulC79c4_dpGb6KuUgcH6DHNQEEywPEAS7fI3e_szkHLwH4ZBFbAk6UiDSZKmMtj2bbGxF65sd02Wu9y2FzIgZnxkc_hqaKqqdr0PRN4SZYN1an4SaTjZqOKYPVyhGeTxqqHwSFMX-2SiXTrXy-rR7OnvXUyguZjhallDjkSKg-cAilOKuepg6rqF3qid7YzdomJ5u4anvLka5Wpp7Yg3YvVBGDDe6hODpqXG42gvmGCDWCWSJUDQFE9BBtKhazv5HFbXABPbWtK6uBOAEAYgFhJOZ6kugBgKAB779j6MCqAfZtrECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIFAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgKAQEi9_cE6sQlAjOkXZM85v4AKA5gLAcgLAaoNAlVTyA0B2BMM0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI3MKywO2UgQMV0tMoBR2BTwZIEAEYASAAEgJGVvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTABpAlJWBDsHCJnSoI9qL9SAtZQNz1EKk2z2v6JaF1okrmMGF9m6uzK2jTgtxEhBU02ooQK6vecPdpgV3PpHXWVWkJv5PZoIWosMqoQYAQ&sig=AOD64_3PzkrPxeuvrhlA1h27OC7zsYyVfQ&client=ca-pub-3419148378975508&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://yoga-go.io/%3Fbranch-name%3Dchair%26test-name%3Dgo1%26gender%3Dfemale%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26campaign_id%3D20355369348%26adgroup_id%3D149884316534%26ad_id%3D669369396199%26utm_term%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI3MKywO2UgQMV0tMoBR2BTwZIEAEYASAAEgJGVvD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AVs1JPL44G4ehh38hE0p_lt9a1E6mN0tw3P9wHZ78n1gd12wiOivdPIeyhFXn1KUgD856CiTmLu57zy75PsR77DOVaIlcsmxUuU0yz6I2JNaGOcvMWLHQFw-m3SiMnGgMzMfyhy464ONu6iyklnUhz17RCaLL24XN5pV3ArYpY11NttEP5M2oHuEMaWbPK-SOaWdbOJXHVNJpoVdGG5HrzNK_FyfNdwLJdS5-Dm1ZxZDOAUNLIOYceiihimAl5hepkUHIKR5eCTAdiMUTFtMlOIEGCH9hrqT47B1gBSrNYijd4_RI3fATvJXCOIK1ZNx_mHWq27UAg_Zy93dyz94pLloN1ziuaOUQBhx099nEofcbPTPZETt5QFPFYNBNmUHQexvSSiPBiHkkl17cyA_TIxpgTNOIbYNl66QUhgNREZ51FvWUZjUzdWk9Xy4ZwONTUf5gCvVPrI_nYK0H7bc52YgrgCMbuuk5LJhc2UZKf9G1Gi6hVZw_hpq5ZWZJ6abzHmYUdpWkjMZuTlDbZFZ346IfiqJdpk3RjH4aYFhFHsLshXdBDDoZeitS0SzV904NnnPJlxi5ESdRWA6hqCCSRMmDP6Ij-Tct9q8EPD8jNxhzu4CeyHLKMjSS1yue08QYxn9ePJpBrsa4UxKkWkoYMcUni_jOjngGtQzdtaDvInQLGQ07AgwoG_mLA21bnvBVkTty0Tsu8xvhpyeQ6WOrpHPbTYXGmYYkXfGWVx0zw033sGfQsr8JmKkeA5msiVi9pwJ-Jtn8VcOvRzQS0vk5WXaVqtnJROiNM2kZ7IUiMYtBtg6XHtuEAgdM0xbvt6BB7zdi256lt0qi8OU2vkTc3xPTyMMv2uM1EQa15QPg5_gMQg2b6Ho2eC9foDzt9kEQISNDdGBTx7OmqQMnIGsA2VDeeoKubarBoqdHjcBj3ZyR3c_8I8lSjjg6EjQbZ1854O3GHJ6ltYlrzMUhKSZ4zySHDcosQ98nRXiK6vX9Rlt64plmid1n3kNEgkkYUqdyXhPxwNUAKzzdMT_smYARx62xDk87Oeix4P40FYxzwVcSAE8I1tXH07LiZYCJNN-7rtF0gAzOeEhkLoSUqYnpLRBvY6R05o4nd1nBulay2t_zFQgWtovOan207RCRH165-Gtw13hVsx0j7JiFfWIBrC_Gavm6GwQbtyi0PqF7nbd4l1ZiT0SsqGPzY3Rg8aJnFKnnEa48-MvoaYg-iUa_fU7lXFOu96_ZAO7t0OZfWJGhCV0Z4U4JB83ffw0A7dbzPIqVWbQYlWZ-CRtAktziikFSx3QNIJnSTXcGQeVQ0PDF6Dy60hnrDlKdl4oqaFQmHhjKiupMRwETDEbmAWv5sKEzbj4dSJEo3RhewE3V907vcIXLCqhT7mzGBIqfbORLhFEh3kiP27VyuRBlNF30cHK0q8I1UJiDJZk0ZvykbmKhhvAxAGRJEVCAicRQ9sxBcI5BWdQPYT-9WMX8A37x5BGQgvfr0rC9LvNcKJ6IUVqGsvIGkREd1obRw0LSTIjeXGQ9Lg7UdlreE6bgxytasT5J_20cLQQ8ehmMKjKOp5KIGo7Y2I0n1yymNsMTzfgH_6BrlFvwFllj1uAxX0b1MLKkVnVPAAisdJg7CA_KUMrzf-4D6P8dzxZCKOQJA9gDxO1VU5Qhn02YXvfbDXhi-ucaQdWmnixEeOex_GFoDlmG8ZsUrS-jtGs1-GNmzjeAO-6--OmdpzFsxD7PCbWe0yqYqsCDOP4JHiPBzB8MfBdIE_VDftD4bf8gA3qG2mFQbkBKWHDHLGD_HP7IAzFCaH6a94gAu1maU8O3SM8yBh6LXGdHvnsonJBTBx23C8YidOqyxfUt6z3hamYtshcvVF2OQqKtaimLq29ZBPXoKkWgaWAvvNzUwunqlx_7OD05URxXiyfVL-GmORl6TN0mXUu_4stCMWnq7Y7iwtpwMKEYQNVvn-cu1LPdsyoNwqgmbxVLX5zc9W7ddVPf4rSun2cd-PgV4CDXIev4wd0Ak_-78bbqPl5a9haSxD74PX4HSK1iapVi9CcdFgE3ZqMA7B8MwiMqwreUEF0spd-izrg_J7JD1cKAouFkA
https://www.citybeat.com/category/sports-and-recreation-12000510
https://www.citybeat.com/author/katherine-barrier
mailto:mmcdonel@citybeat.com?subject=Send%20a%20News%20Tip
https://www.citybeat.com/arts/great-parks-new-proposed-trail-system-would-link-hamilton-countys-western-parks-and-communities-15511509#size
mailto:?subject=Cincinnati%20CityBeat%3A%20Great%20Parks%27%20New%20Proposed%20Trail%20System%20Would%20Link%20Hamilton%20County%27s%20Western%20Parks%20and%20Communities&body=%0A%0AGreat%20Parks%27%20New%20Proposed%20Trail%20System%20Would%20Link%20Hamilton%20County%27s%20Western%20Parks%20and%20Communities%0A%0Ahttps://www.citybeat.com/arts/great-parks-new-proposed-trail-system-would-link-hamilton-countys-western-parks-and-communities-15511509%0A%0A%0A
https://www.reddit.com/submit?title=Great%20Parks%27%20New%20Proposed%20Trail%20System%20Would%20Link%20Hamilton%20County%27s%20Western%20Parks%20and%20Communities&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.citybeat.com%2Farts%2Fgreat-parks-new-proposed-trail-system-would-link-hamilton-countys-western-parks-and-communities-15511509
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https:%2F%2Fwww.citybeat.com%2Farts%2Fgreat-parks-new-proposed-trail-system-would-link-hamilton-countys-western-parks-and-communities-15511509&redirect_uri=https:%2F%2Fwww.citybeat.com%2Farts%2Fgreat-parks-new-proposed-trail-system-would-link-hamilton-countys-western-parks-and-communities-15511509&app_id=1021569981736441
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https:%2F%2Fwww.citybeat.com%2Farts%2Fgreat-parks-new-proposed-trail-system-would-link-hamilton-countys-western-parks-and-communities-15511509&redirect_uri=https:%2F%2Fwww.citybeat.com%2Farts%2Fgreat-parks-new-proposed-trail-system-would-link-hamilton-countys-western-parks-and-communities-15511509&text=Great%20Parks%27%20New%20Proposed%20Trail%20System%20Would%20Link%20Hamilton%20County%27s%20Western%20Parks%20and%20Communities
https://nextdoor.com/sharekit/?body=Great%20Parks%27%20New%20Proposed%20Trail%20System%20Would%20Link%20Hamilton%20County%27s%20Western%20Parks%20and%20Communities%20-%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.citybeat.com%2Farts%2Fgreat-parks-new-proposed-trail-system-would-link-hamilton-countys-western-parks-and-communities-15511509&source=Cincinnati%20CityBeat
https://www.facebook.com/GreatParksHC
https://media2.citybeat.com/citybeat/imager/u/original/15512018/miami-white-water-forest.jpg

Great Parks' New Proposed Trail System Would Link Hamilton County's Western Parks and Communities 9/5/23, 9:42 PM

e [ 1 | e SR
TOP STORIES Cmreaten - :2::‘5:’ o
35.45 5. Shde Lunges x 45
A 65+
» :ﬁn:a--& ::-u- N . Shde Pk 30
“w oGl M=
s = e
i ] = 2 Sepesaxnl Ly g oo 2 35

OO0O0O0O0

DAVE'S HOT CHICKEN IS COMING TO GREATER CINCINNATI }

Blueways are networks of connected waterways with managed access points, clear
signage and recreational amenities for canoeists, kayakers and other paddlers to
enjoy. Great Parks says part of the initial stage of development is to identify
strategies to strengthen and expand western Hamilton County’s blueway system, as
well as figure out four or five locations to implement canoe and kayak access points
along the Great Miami and Whitewater rivers.

Other goals for the initial development stage include developing plans for a shared-
use trail along the Great Miami corridor, as well as expanding its nature education
programming and paddling, water safety and other outdoor recreational classes.

When it’s finished, the West Region Blueway & Trail System will encompass four
parks - Miami Whitewater Forest, Campbell Lakes, Mitchell Memorial Forest and
Shawnee Lookout - and the communities in between.

Related
Great Parks Opens Interactive Music Garden with Giant
Instruments in Woodlawn
The park features a treble clef-shaped path with different instrument stations set up

along it, as well as plants and flowers with music-themed names.
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Share your input

The project will expand beyond Great Parks, so it says it will be working closely with
local communities and jurisdictions, stakeholders and interest groups to develop
plans. But Great Parks is also asking for the public’s input on what connections and
features the community wants included in the trail system.

In-person and open-house events have been scheduled to collect that input. From
now through Aug. 7, you can attend a virtual open house and fill out a survey here.
You can also attend an in-person open house at Whitewater Crossing Christian

Church (5771 OH-128, Whitewater Township) on Thursday, July 13 from 4-7 p.m.

More info: mygreatparks.com
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Proposed blueway and shared-use trail
system to connect parks, rivers and
communities

By Information Submitted - newsroom@registerpublications.com on Wednesday, June 28, 2023

Great Parks of Hamilton County is developing plans for a West Region Blueway and Trail
System.

A blueway, or water trail, is a network of connected waterways featuring managed access
points, clear signage and recreational amenities for canoeists, kayakers and other paddlers

to enjoy.


https://www.registerpublications.com/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst89EpGvQy_M0Df3s6tjagUw60IxCLVZTdWaPC95VTHz-FvJpthRNWwx0mjsoc04mVyViHhSzb3RYlyz-JTOjWieF9x7WTKJAe9Qpz-CNv_jVDJiYT83ovx0bTLoFhFZIbmC7IBy5PsSURGQZZNKGbOcrAY5k79wAewWfGcgkYzQvN71bDVeQ4Wwm9XrAyBsIJozlFfjDiv-mwZrmldFxLmGUyor2Qh0P7wL68FtK-6Eg06BHa3SCqzJIyNeKostp9XbUyAScRtFdArpp4WX7AOW2zUp9GiKqE7ThCxjcUugUU6nIBJYLGTl6dlQ_cm08ll7anb6CEAxw99lToOP_CLW43V6lN6otE&sai=AMfl-YSyZE48P1oXTVzOpE6rZfIooDj6718Z1pFFW0zz7yXzedcbwBLm5s6-isFYsvoUDX2mexN8uQjJQy7GKbm91mLe_f9CgzmeMwpvOq0fzYgN9db79XtAAbkp-TL3og&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMQspClJRSq_&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.greatoaks.com/&nm=8
https://www.registerpublications.com/user/729
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssOyeINLFqwI-r8lhgBot6LsYMmK8QnBT8O-kWWkup5gHVtoPV9oFGy94Su_7BDDHUiwCkO3JI5tXuNYx5_tSgQkN8-0FONWzLuTncwFnCrzZUl7jafhs-fASH--tqR6vK2DqZVCG3tPtmVO0azbyYvTOuP7lXJ3qhJJcA3mkPOiO5udTHA5AJJmS79ikqoRl18SKW50uyiu6TnlzXpZdFjiWHtAN7hiRzNMQ9rcu_hjrRph1fqQ1mOuyXALZK--I9OSjVvIoFIDfmrZDvP_V-ETJtCHZ95iEe7CjLcnD3kAhTAo_Zam_3MGIBe1DIh65zYoi6mRVu_dqILtcuVhXkf_3nbySoIQrcj&sai=AMfl-YQvpiDGkNz6Pe3f_kCKmfr5WtLiTrlZH3mSQAIu3UqwupztRF7Rqkl8aO2eki5hwkit36WF6Q2Hr6FoDhYdOd73BbKeQEuMI93Qu2pOQEoEj-K3WwjvWIZXOMjRmg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEtf44-wtEre&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://husemangroup.com/&nm=1
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstq4h_hDhXrprqpJw3aliWczjpsalDWkXDTPecAMODKDFJJvf3WKlFbHWa_thF7c8X79kv8b08Ax2z5pDtl_GGW_bwY27KfKO1rUZgP5S_XC2AhVtDqZvBDwSgxPOVbhGwOPRMjedtsvOMlv6JhbsUX8fUUuA__cZIbG-p99u9_URoU2FUSziyg6PWCuTQy2_cVNwRZS494j9cR5lTqXRcMtWIo2msSSJFxvSXIKMh3fZQ83pXInJjW2NeaeLzlmGoov6go7lzZfaWSEytT24ExJA2c_RJUX1oUDbicDcF1JaHm3iUM6rBQEX_hGFnBXQw-FcPwriemiehuh5a24Dll_tFuxuSD_lZA&sai=AMfl-YT9tkuwU8YZ_03Ylu6jneRbxeKA9w-PxeimosUea4eQ4gUSGfOrksEZ39HkbD5EsShLCYNriRsj3ijXtk1cbeudX87nWVMzbgpd9y1OlOFzNqCDEEWyMIt0RN3g6A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPm6CdxjJ7Tz&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.advantagehhc.com/&nm=3
https://www.facebook.com/Register-Publications-173654106006773
https://twitter.com/RegisterPub
https://www.instagram.com/registerpublications/

The system will include both land- and water-based trails along the Great Miami and
Whitewater rivers and will link communities and parks extending from the
Butler/Hamilton county line to the Ohio River. In-person and virtual open houses have

been scheduled to gather public input that will be used to aid planning.

The virtual open house & survey is open now through Aug. 7 at

www.GreatParks.org/westregiontrails.

The in-person open house is from 4-7 p.m. Thursday, July 13, at the Whitewater Crossing
Christian Church, 5771 state Route 128 in Whitewater Township.

“The West Region Blueway & Trail System is about connections,” said Sean Creighton,
landscape architect and project manager for Great Parks. “Our goal for the project is to
enhance our blueway trails and establish a new shared-use trail to better connect people
with the outstanding natural spaces of western Hamilton County, nearby communities and FACEBOOK

local points of interest.”

When complete, the West Region Blueway and Trail System will encompass the Great -
’ 7,020 followers

Miami River and Whitewater River, four of Great Parks’ most spectacular destinations —
Miami Whitewater Forest, Campbell Lakes, Mitchell Memorial Forest and Shawnee Lookout
— and many spaces and communities in between. Goals for the initial phase of development

Follow Page
include:

« Identify strategies for strengthening and expanding western Hamilton County’s
blueway system;

 Identify locations and develop design concepts for four to five canoe/kayak access
points along the Great Miami River and Whitewater River; and

e Develop plans for a shared-use trail along the Great Miami River corridor for

walkers, runners, bicyclists and others to enjoy.

Great Parks is also looking for opportunities to expand its nature education programming
and paddling course offerings through this project. These may include new outdoor
education space; paddling classes for canoeists, kayakers and paddleboarders; water safety
classes; and classes focused on hiking, camping, local flora and fauna and other similar

topics.

The West Region Blueway and Trail System will extend well beyond the borders of Great
Parks’ properties. The park district will work closely with local communities and
jurisdictions as well as other stakeholders and interest groups to develop plans for Register Publications

19 hours ago
advancing the much-needed connections between park properties and western Hamilton

County communities from concept to reality.

As planning begins, Great Parks is seeking public input about what connections and
features the community would like included in the trail system. The public open house
events are an opportunity to learn more about the project and participate in the planning

process.

At the in-person open house, visitors will be able to review information highlighting key
components of the new trail system and planning process and discuss their comments and
questions with project team members. They will also be able to participate in interactive
activities designed to gather their input and suggestions. Visitors can stop by at their
convenience anytime during the open house hours. This will be a family-friendly event,

with children’s activities that will be supervised by Great Parks staff.

The virtual open house and survey presents the same information shared at the in-person
meeting but through a web-based narrative. Participants can share their thoughts by
answering interactive survey questions interspersed throughout the material. The virtual

open house will be open 24/7. Visitors can return as often as they need using a computer,

Share
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tablet or smartphone. The Virtual Open House is accessible 24/7
at GreatParks.org/WestRegionTrails, now through August 7.

Individuals with disabilities needing reasonable accommodations to participate in the open
houses should contact Great Parks by July 6 at 513-521-7275, Voice/TDD. Comments and
questions can also be shared with the project team by email, mail, or phone to Sean
Creighton, West Region Blueway and Trail System project manager, Great Parks, 10245
Winton Road, Cincinnati, Ohio, 45231; screighton@greatparks.org; 513-245-7455.
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Blueway and shared-use
trail initiative proposed in
western Hamilton County

As part of the implementation of its
2019 Comprehensive Master Plan, Great
Parks is leading the development of a
new initiative: the West Region Blueway
& Trail System.

The system will include both land and
water-based trails along the Great Miami
and Whitewater rivers and will link com-
munities and parks extending from the
Butler/Hamilton county line to the Ohio
River.

In-person and virtual open house
events have been scheduled to gather
public input that will be used to aid plan-
ning.

Virtual Open House & Survey

e Open now through Aug. 7

o www.GreatParks.org/westregion
trails

In-Person Open House

e July 13, 4-7 p.m.

e Whitewater Crossing Christian
Church, 5771 OH-128, Cleves

“The West Region Blueway & Trail
System is about connections,” said Sean
Creighton, landscape architect and pro-
ject manager for Great Parks. “Our goal
for the project is to enhance our blueway
trails and establish a new shared-use
trail to better connect people with the
outstanding natural spaces of western
Hamilton County, nearby communities
and local points of interest.”

Creighton noted that a blueway, or wa-
ter trail, is a network of connected water-
ways featuring managed access points,
clear signage and recreational amenities
for canoeists, kayakers and other pad-
dlers to enjoy.

When complete, the West Region
Blueway & Trail System will encompass
the Great Miami River and Whitewater
River, four of Great Parks’ most spectac-
ular destinations — Miami Whitewater
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Forest, Campbell Lakes, Mitchell Memo-
rial Forest and Shawnee Lookout — and
many spaces and communities in be-
tween.

Goals for the initial phase of develop-
ment include:

e Identifying strategies for strength-
ening and expanding western Hamilton
County’s blueway system.

e Identify locations and develop de-
sign concepts for four to five canoe/kay-
ak access points along the Great Miami
River and Whitewater River.

e Develop plans for a shared-use trail
along the Great Miami River corridor for
walkers, runners, bicyclists and others to
enjoy.

Great Parks is also looking for oppor-
tunities to expand its nature education
programming and paddling course offer-
ings through this project. These may in-
clude new outdoor education space; pad-
dling classes for canoeists, kayakers and
paddleboarders; water safety classes;
and classes focused on hiking, camping,
local flora and fauna and other similar
topics.

The West Region Blueway & Trail Sys-
tem will extend well beyond the borders
of Great Parks’ properties. As such, Great
Parks will be working closely with local
communities and jurisdictions as well as
other stakeholders and interest groups to
develop plans for advancing the much-
needed connections between park prop-
erties and western Hamilton County
communities from concept to reality.

As planning begins, Great Parks is
seeking public input about what connec-
tions and features the community would
like included in the trail system. The pub-
lic open house events are an opportunity
to learn more about the project and par-
ticipate in the planning process.

At the in-person open house, visitors
will be able to review information high-
lighting key components of the new trail
system and planning process and dis-
cuss their comments and questions with
project team members.

They will also be able to participate in
interactive activities designed to gather

their input and suggestions. Visitors can
stop by at their convenience anytime
during the open house hours. This will be
a family-friendly event, with children’s
activities that will be supervised by Great
Parks staff.

The virtual open house and survey
presents the same information shared at
the in-person meeting but through a
web-based narrative.

Participants can share their thoughts
by answering interactive survey ques-
tions interspersed throughout the ma-
terial.

Visitors can return as often as they
need using a computer, tablet or smart-
phone. The virtual open house is acces-
sible 24/7 at GreatParks.org/WestRe-
gionTrails, now through August 7.

Comments and questions can be
shared with the project team by email,
mail, or phone:

Sean Creighton, West Region Blueway
& Trail System project manager

Great Parks, 10245 Winton Road, Cin-
cinnati

screighton@greatparks.org

(513) 245-7455

Peter Osborne

NORWOOD

Cincinnati Re-Assist founder
recognized for Healthcare
Innovation Solve at MIT in Boston

RE-Assist founder Ashley Barrow was
honored this week at Solve at MIT 2023.
She presented at the 2023 Care Economy
Brain Trust in Boston.

This annual event brings together the
most innovative minds in the world to
showcase and solve some of the world’s
most pressing challenges.

Solve at MIT is an initiative of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
that seeks to solve some of the world’s
biggest challenges by creating a platform
for innovators and experts to collaborate
and address critical issues in areas such
as education, health care, sustainability
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WEST REGION BLUEWAY
& TRAIL SYSTEM

-*M- Great | FiND

Parks | wip

IN-PERSON OPEN HOUSE
July13|4 p.m. -7 p.m.
?ﬁeafpa‘}éd Whitewater Crossing
Christian Church

is leading the development of a master plan for the West 5771 OH-128
Region Blueway & Trail System — a new initiative to bring
people closer to nature by expanding opportunities for water Cleves, OH 45002
and land-based adventure in western Hamilton County.

: : : VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE
This system will create new connections for paddlers to & SURVEY
explore the region by water and establish a new shared-use
trail from Fairfield to the Ohio River for walkers, runners, Open now — August 7, 2023
bicyclists, and more!
GreatParks.org/
Visit our open house or one of our other public events to learn WestRegionTrqus

more and participate in the planning process.

Individuals with disabilities needing reasonable
accommodations to participate should contact Great Parks
by July 6 at (513) 521-7275, Voice/TDD.

To participate, visit GreatParks.org/WestRegionTrails



WEST REGION BLUEWAY & TRAIL SYSTEM

LOCAL
POSTAL CUSTOMER

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Visit GreatParks.org/WestRegionTrails

Help us plan new adventures in western
Hamilton County!
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arks | wip

OPEN HOUSE EVENTS ;: Great | te,

WEST REGION BLUEWAY & TRAIL SYSTEM

IN-PERSON OPEN HOUSE
July13 |4 p.m. -7 p.m.
Whitewater Crossing
Christian Church

¥ pa V/ 5771 OH-128
%ea 6 d Cleves, OH 45002
is planning a new trail system in

western Hamilton County with VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE

water trails for paddlers and a & SURVEY
shared-use trail for walkers, Open now - August 7, 2023

runners, bicyclists and more! GreatParks.org/
Share your thoughts in person WestRegionTrails
or virtually.

To participate, visit GreatParks.org/WestRegionTrails



Count

Park

Location

Responsibility

1 CL Kiosk Sean
1 EW Playground bathrooms Sean
1 FP Playground bathrooms Sean
1. Visitor Center Sean
" MWE 2. Dog Park
3. Timberlakes trailhead parking lot
4. Shaker Trace Trail trailhead parking lot
9 T 1. Blue Jacket trailhead parking lot Sean
2. Boat launch (will need to be moved if floods)
1 LI Canoe/Kayak Launch parking lot Monica R / GE staff
1 Avoca Trailhead parking lot Becky
1 Bass Island Trailhead parking lot Becky
1 LMST Columbia Connector behind 50 West Becky
1 LMGC Trailhead Becky
1 Rt 32 parking lot Trailhead Becky
1. Canoe/Kayak launch Becky
3 OA 2. Trailhead
3. Dog Park
1 Lunken i l ) 9 X X Becky
Parking lot adjacent to Red Bike Station
1. Breve-Rerrk Marsh Park (Colerain Township) Becky
2. Heritage Park (Colerain Township) Becky
3. Joyce Park (Hamilton Parks Conservancy) Becky
4.Kevin Lodder Park (Neilan Blvd.) (Hamilton Parks
- GMR Public Conservancy) Becky
Landings 5. Monument Park (Hamilton Parks Conservancy) - swap for

Marcum Park?
6. Combs Park (Hamilton Parks Conservancy)

7.Rentschler Forest MetroPark (MetroParks of Butler County)

26

YARD SIGN DISTRIBUTION LIST

Status

Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete
Complete

Complete

Complete - located by kiosk

Complete - located by river access entrance

Complete - located by Tap Water sign (on map as "Great Miami River Trail - Access Point”)

Complete - located along trail under trees

DID NOT COMPLETE
DID NOT COMPLETE

DID NOT COMPLETE



Dedicated E-Blast (June 26, 2023)
Find Your Wild E-Newsletter (July 5, 2023)
Find Your Wild E-Newsletter (July 18, 2023)
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From:
Subject:
Date:
To:

Great Parks no-replygphc@greatparks.org

Planning begins for new West Region Blueway & Trail System
June 26, 2023 at 12:04 PM

Iwhitshop@gmail.com

GREAT PARKS BEGINS PLANNING FOR THE

WEST REGION BLUEWAY & SHARED-USE TRAIL SYSTEM
Open House Event Scheduled to Gather Public Input

Great Parks is excited to introduce the West Region Blueway & Trail System!

The West Region Blueway & Trail System will span western Hamilton County from
north to south and offer new opportunities for land and water-based exploration along
the Great Miami River and Whitewater River. It will also encompass four of Great Parks'
most spectacular destinations — Miami Whitewater Forest, Campbell Lakes, Mitchell
Memorial Forest and Shawnee Lookout — and connect with many communities and
points of interest in between. Residents and visitors will be able to find their wild by
creating new adventures that can include countless combinations of walking, hiking,
biking and paddling activities that last from just a few hours to multiple days.

Over the next year, Great Parks will be working with local communities, stakeholders,
interest groups and residents to prepare a master plan to guide our efforts to bring this
system from concept to reality. Goals for this phase of development include:


mailto:Parksno-replygphc@greatparks.org
mailto:Parksno-replygphc@greatparks.org
mailto:lwhitshop@gmail.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001u-W23EHecLVy8ZXzfOtDhJrD1eOCdh-g65IgMmcQAA_Cjr7rLHdYI74aGWoVyX51Hpt14VkryquvDhaM_Mk7VEhifvylY_zNTGxQb8EaBmAQLtOZCuGvEDVBnr1tE6sB0rpEMdM0n6iUIzMY9Irs5w==&c=cDoMZXZOnusAaUXgxnc3X9-MY7AD462w3w7yy_yjIeC7ZQdkQrPG5g==&ch=RVyiPMCulHdBFtZhR9ecYPATcthUQeprUAN1hseqVMymgq5IsTGElg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001u-W23EHecLVy8ZXzfOtDhJrD1eOCdh-g65IgMmcQAA_Cjr7rLHdYI7qGdz4IaaUcJUGPhQABokAt2flf9Flfo8U2WFB9AgsBKfSpzXZlMbNGqVUrXm_i7qQDWXTUd63rSkuXF2ZsJVngXMHtS-JdHOD1xQ9J05V_VsQzSZhJIS0=&c=cDoMZXZOnusAaUXgxnc3X9-MY7AD462w3w7yy_yjIeC7ZQdkQrPG5g==&ch=RVyiPMCulHdBFtZhR9ecYPATcthUQeprUAN1hseqVMymgq5IsTGElg==

¢ Identify strategies to strengthen and expand western Hamilton County’s blueway
system

¢ |dentify locations and develop design concepts for four to five new canoe/kayak
access points

¢ Develop plans for a new shared-use trail that will travel along the Great Miami
River corridor connecting existing trails and local points of interest

We’'ll also be looking for opportunities to use this new system to expand our nature
programming and paddling school offerings.

Public Input is Needed

As planning begins, Great Parks is seeking input about the connections and features
that community members would like included in the West Region Blueway & Tralil
System. To start these discussions, open house events have been scheduled in the
following formats:

In-Person Open House
July 13,2023 |4 -7 p.m.
Whitewater Crossing_Christian Church
5771 OH-128 | Cleves, OH 45002

Virtual Open House & Survey
Open now through August 7, 2023
www.publicinput.com/westregiontrails

About the Open House Formats

Visitors can come to the in-person open house at their convenience. Information will be
exchanged through a series of information stations and interactive activities staffed by
project team representatives.

The virtual open house & survey presents the same information shared at the in-person
meeting but through a web-based narrative. Participants can share their thoughts by
answering interactive survey questions interspersed throughout the material. The virtual
open house will be open 24/7. Visitors can access the site as often as needed using a
computer, tablet or smartphone.

Great Parks strives to host inclusive, accessible events that enable all individuals to fully
engage. The July 13 in-person open house will be ADA-accessible and family-friendly,
with adjacent child-friendly activities supervised by Great Parks’ staff. Individuals
needing reasonable accommodations to participate in either open house format,
including those related to ADA, language interpretation, or transportation assistance,
should contact Great Parks by July 6 at 513-521-7275, Voice/TDD.

What is a blueway? The West Region Blueway & Tralil
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Sysiem O1ers a unique opportunity

A blueway, or water trail, is a to extend the reach of the popular
network of connected waterways 99-mile long Great Miami Riverway
that feature managed access points, through Hamilton County to connect
clear signage and recreational with land and water trails along the
amenities for canoeists, kayakers, Ohio River Trail and 250-mile long
and other paddlers to enjoy. Ohio River Way.

Learn More About the Project

Great Parks | 10245 Winton Road, Cincinnati, OH 45231
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From: Great Parks no-replygphc@greatparks.org
Subject: July is Park and Recreation Month!
Date: July 5, 2023 at 12:32 PM
0: Iwhitshop@gmail.com
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July is Park and Recreation Month - a time to recognize and celebrate the vital role that
park professionals play in bringing people together, providing essential services, and
fostering the growth of our communities. From protecting our open spaces and natural
resources to facilitating extraordinary educational experiences, Great Parks takes pride in
our contributions to building a strong, vibrant, and resilient region.

Our team of How-To-Be-Outside Guides is ready to lead you on your

next great adventure. Go fishing at one of our stocked locations throughout

Hamilton County, stop by one of our visitor centers before hitting a trail, or paddle one of
our scenic lakes. Each week, our environmental interpreters lead several free programs
for children and adults alike. Try something new and Find Your Wild with us today!

Upcoming free programs at Great Parks:
I
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Vulture Stories
July 7 | 10:30 a.m.
Farbach-Werner | Ellenwood Nature Barn

Trail "Scavenger"” Hunt
July 7 &8 |11 a.m.
Farbach-Werner | Pin Oak Trail

Farm Babies

July 7 & 14 | Noon

July 8 & 15| 11 a.m.

Winton Woods | Parky's Farm

Burgers & Brews
July 7|6 -9p.m.
Lake Isabella | Boathouse

NABA Butterfly Count
July8|9am.-1p.m.
Miami Whitewater Forest | Visitor Center

Meadow Links Free Junior Clinic
July 8 |1-2p.m.
Meadow Links & Golf Academy

An Island of Snakes
July 9|1 p.m.
Bass Island

Flower Crowns & Other Natural Art
July 9|2 p.m.
Sharon Woods | Sharon Centre

Kids Outdoor Adventure Expo
July 14| 9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Winton Woods Harbor

School's In for Summer (Historic Schoolhouse Tour)
July 16 | 11 a.m. -2 p.m.
Shawnee Lookout | Cabin View Area

My Great Park in Pictures Photo Walk

July 16 | 3 p.m.
Sharon Woods | Gorge Trail Parking Lot

See Full Details on Website Calendar

Open house scheduled to discuss the development of the new
West Region Blueway & Trail System

Great Parks is leading the development
of a master plan for the West Region
Blueway & Trail System — a new
initiative to bring people closer to nature
by expanding opportunities for land and
water-based adventure in western
Hamilton County.

This system will expand and strengthen
Great Parks’ blueway (or water trail)
along the Great Miami River and
Whitewater River and create new
opportunities for paddlers to explore the

region by water. It will also establish a new shared-use trail along the Great Miami River
corridor that extends from the Butler/Hamilton county line to the Ohio River.

Help us develop the master plan by participating in our open house through one of the

following formats:

In-Person Open House
When: July 13, 2023
Time: 4 -7 p.m.

Where: Whitewater Crossing_Christian Church | 5771 OH-128 | Cleves, OH 45002

Virtual Open House & Survey
When: Today through August 7, 2023
Time: Open 24/7

Where: publicinput.com/westregiontrails

Great Parks strives to host inclusive, accessible events that enable all individuals to fully
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engage. |he July 13 in-person open house will be ADA-accessible and tamily-friendly, with
adjacent child-friendly activities supervised by Great Parks’ staff. Individuals needing
reasonable accommodations to participate in either open house format, including those
related to ADA, language interpretation, or transportation assistance, should contact Great
Parks by July 6 at 513-521-7275, Voice/TDD.

Learn More About the Project

Kick off the weekend at Burgers & Brews this Friday!

Join us for live music and a grill out on the deck of Lake Isabella's Boathouse!

Enjoy the fun atmosphere, peaceful views of the lake, and live music for free. Burgers, hot
dogs, and refreshing beverages will be available for guests to purchase.

When: July 7 (and select Fridays all summer long) | 6 - 9 p.m.

Where: Lake |sabella Boathouse
Cost: Free entry! (food & beverage available for purchase)

Musical Guest: Ed Sax

Great Parks surpasses 18,000 acres of protected land
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Great Parks has acquired an additional 240 acres of land near Miami Whitewater Forest to
expand its total land holdings beyond 18,000 acres, or more than 28 square miles,
building on its position as the largest landowner in Hamilton County. Great Parks
purchased this property from the James L. Lake and Carolyn H. Lake Trust.

The wooded property is adjacent to Miami Whitewater Forest to the north, east, and west,
and lies across state Route 128 from the Miami Whitewater Forest soccer complex and
Simmonds Family Dog Park.

Great Parks will focus on restoring the land to its natural state, including reforestation and
removing invasive species such as honeysuckle. Great Parks will also evaluate the
property for the potential addition of walking or biking trails.

The numbers show just how significant the Big Lands are within Great Parks:
e Great Parks land accounts for one-third of Hamilton County’s total open space
e 84 percent of Great Parks land is preserved as natural areas
¢ 10,000 acres under Great Parks management exists as forests and wetlands

The agency adheres to an 80/20 policy through which 80 percent of total land holdings are
maintained in a natural state and managed for ecological benefits.

Great Parks secured all funding for the acquisition, including a $3 million grant from the
Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation Program, funds from a private donor, and Great
Parks levy funds.

Fairy Tale Festival returns this month
Calling all knights, dragons, elves, unicorns, wizards, and fairies!
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Enjoy an afternoon frolicking in the garden as your favorite fairy tales come to life! Create
your own magical crafts, strike a bargain at the fairy trading post, enjoy a Madcap Puppets
show, and more.

As you wind through Highfield Discovery Garden, stop by vendor booths to purchase your
own fairy adornments or grab a bite to eat at a local food truck.

Want to join in on the fun and have your booth at the Fairy Tale Festival?
Contact us at 513-521-7275 to apply.

When: July 29 | 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Where: Glenwood Gardens/Highfield Discovery Garden

Cost: $12/person

Great Parks | 10245 Winton Road, Cincinnati, OH 45231

Unsubscribe Iwhitshop@gmail.com
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From: Great Parks no-replygphc@greatparks.org
Subject: Celebrating 93 years with you
Date: July 18, 2023 at 4:32 PM
To: Iwhitshop@gmail.com

Great Parks celebrates its 93rd birthday

On Monday, July 17, Great Parks celebrated 93 years as Southwest Ohio's leader in
conservation and nature-based experiences. From our humble beginnings at Sharon Woods in
1930, to where we stand today - with over 18,000 acres, 25 miles of river frontage, and 22 parks
and conservation areas - Great Parks has continuously removed barriers to the natural world.
Today, tomorrow, and well into the future, we invite you to join us on our Big Lands and
experience the power of wild with the promise of well.

Come see us at the 2023 Outdoors for All Expo!
Celebrate the return of the Ohio River Paddlefest
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Get in on the adventure at Adventure Crew’s Outdoors for All Expo on Friday, August 4 at
Schmidt Recreation Complex! Serving as the pre-party for Ohio River Paddlefest on
Saturday, August 5, this celebration of all things outdoors will feature 50 exhibits from local
parks, outdoor outfitters, adventure experts, and environmentally-minded organizations;
as well as live music from Jack Speed & the Freddies, Honey & Houston and Ma Crow &

Company; local craft beer; and food trucks.

Whether you're into paddling, hiking, biking, or green living, you'll find lots of exhibitors
(including Great Parks) and hands-on activities to enjoy. The event is FREE and open to

the public from 4 - 9:30 p.m.

Outdoors for All Expo
When: August 4 | 4 - 9:30 p.m.

Where: Schmidt Recreation Complex | 2944 Humbert Avenue, Cincinnati, OH

What is Paddlefest?

The Ohio River Paddlefest is recognized as the nation’s largest paddling celebration, with
2,000 participants traveling up to nine miles through downtown Cincinnati/Northern
Kentucky in canoes, kayaks, and other human-powered craft. Established in 2001, the
event, which is held the first Saturday in August each year, is a project of Adventure Crew.
For more information, visit www.ohioriverpaddlefest.org.

Ohio River Paddlefest
When: August 5 (register by August 4)

Where: Schmidt Recreation Complex | 2944 Humbert Avenue, Cincinnati, OH

your Paddlefest
registration

' $5OFF

Be sure to enter code
ORP23GP at checkout!

Register Now

Upcoming free programs at Great Parks:

Storytime in the Park: Exploration Time!
July 19| 10 a.m.
Miami Whitewater Forest | Timberlakes Program Shelter

Urban Farming Series: DIY Mushrooms
July 20| 7 p.m.
Great Parks Nature Center at the Summit

Burgers & Brews
July21|6-9p.m.
Lake Isabella | Boathouse

Crazy Creekin'
July 22 & 23| 1 p.m.
Sharon Woods | Sharon Centre

Caterpillars, Moths & Butterflies, Oh My!
July 23 | 3 p.m.
Woodland Mound | Seasongood Nature Center

Go Bug! Hike: Katydids
July 25 |7 p.m.
Withrow Nature Preserve | Trout Lily Trail
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Out in the Outdoors: American Beavers
July 22 | 9 a.m. (register online by July 20)
Winton Woods | Parky's Farm

Off-Trail Exploration: Mitchell Memorial Forest

July 22|10 a.m. -1 p.m.

Mitchell Memorial Forest | Stone Memorial Shelter

Colors of the Earth Scavenger Hunt

July 22 | 11 a.m.

Fantastic Fossils
July 29 | 11 a.m.

Not So Scary Spiders
July 29 | 2 p.m.

July 30 | 2 p.m.

Sharon Woods | Sharon Centre

Woodland Mound | Seasongood Nature Center

Flower Crowns & Natural Art

Woodland Mound | Seasongood Nature Center

Farm Babies
July 22 & 29 | 11 a.m.
Winton Woods | Parky's Farm

Woodland Mound | Seasongood Nature Center

See Full Details on Website Calendar

Adventure Running Team gears up for East Fork 5.6-Mile Race
Fall series registration now open!

Since early June, members of Great Parks' Adventure Running Team have trained
together twice per week in preparation for the East Fork State Park Trail Race on July 30.
In that span of time, runners have logged 30 miles across 6 of Great Parks' east-side

locations.

As the summer series comes to a close, registration has opened for more interested trail
runners to join this team in the fall! The fall session will follow a similar structure of 16
training sessions over the course of 8 weeks, beginning on August 22. However, this
series will now feature some of Hamilton County's best west-side locations - including
Mitchell Memorial Forest, Fernbank Park, Embshoff Woods, Winton Woods, Shawnee
Lookout, and Miami Whitewater Forest - and will culminate in running the West Side Best

Side 5K as a team.

Fall series registration closes on August 18 and spots are limited, so secure yours today!

Learn More & Register
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Great Parks seeks public input for the development of the new
West Region Blueway & Trail System

Great Parks is leading the development
of a master plan for the West Region
Blueway & Trail System — a new
initiative to bring people closer to nature
by expanding opportunities for land and
water-based adventure in western
Hamilton County.

This system will expand and strengthen

Great Parks’ blueway (or water trail)

along the Great Miami River and

Whitewater River and create new

opportunities for paddlers to explore the

region by water. It will also establish a new shared-use trail along the Great Miami River
corridor that extends from the Butler/Hamilton county line to the Ohio River.

Help us develop the master plan by participating in our virtual open house:

Virtual Open House & Survey

When: Today through August 7, 2023
Time: Open 24/7

Where: publicinput.com/westregiontrails

Learn More About the Project

Kick off the weekend at Burgers & Brews this Friday!

Join us for live music and a grill out on the deck of Lake Isabella's Boathouse!

Enjoy the fun atmosphere, peaceful views of the lake, and live music for free. Burgers, hot
dogs, and refreshing beverages will be available for guests to purchase.

When: July 21 (and select Fridays all summer long) | 6 -9 p.m.
Where: Lake Isabella Boathouse
Cost: Free entrv! (food & beveraae available for purchase)
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Musical Guest:l C‘harlie Millikin

Great Parks | 10245 Winton Road, Cincinnati, OH 45231
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West Region Blueway & Trail System Appendix B: Notification Materials
Public Open House Summary Report



In-Person Open House — West Region
Blueway & Trail System

Thursday, July 13, 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM

What to Know:

Date: July 13 Time: 4 -7 p.m.
Location: Whitewater Crossing Christian Church
5771 OH-128 | Cleves OH 45002

Planning has begun for the West Region Blueway & Trail System! Spanning
western Hamilton County from north to south, the system will offer new
opportunities to explore the Great Miami River and Whitewater River corridors
on foot, by bicycle or from the water. It will pass through four of Great Parks’
most spectacular destinations — Miami Whitewater Forest, Campbell Lakes,
Mitchell Memorial Forest and Shawnee Lookout — and connect with many
communities and points of interest in between. Residents and visitors will be
able to find their wild by creating new adventures that can include countless
combinations of walking, biking, paddling activities and more that last from
just a few hours to multiple days. Stop by our open house to learn more about
the project and participate in the planning process.

Great Parks strives to host inclusive, accessible events that enable all
individuals to fully engage. This event will be ADA accessible and include
adjacent child-friendly activities supervised by Great Parks’ staff. Individuals
needing reasonable accommodations to participate, including those related
to ADA, language interpretation or transportation assistance, should contact
Great Parks by July 6 at 513-521-7275, Voice/TDD.

To learn more, visit http://www.greatparks.org/westregiontrails



http://www.greatparks.org/westregiontrails.org
http://www.greatparks.org/westregiontrails

Virtual Open House & Survey -
West Region Blueway & Trail System

Open now — August 7, 2023

What to Know:

Date: Today — August 7 Time: Open 24/7
Location: www.GreatParks.org/WestRegionTrails

Planning has begun for the West Region Blueway & Trail System! Spanning
western Hamilton County from north to south, the system will offer new
opportunities to explore the Great Miami River and Whitewater River corridors
on foot, by bicycle or from the water. It will pass through four of Great Parks’
most spectacular destinations — Miami Whitewater Forest, Campbell Lakes,
Mitchell Memorial Forest and Shawnee Lookout — and connect with many
communities and points of interest in between. Residents and visitors will be
able to find their wild by creating new adventures that can include countless
combinations of walking, biking, paddling activities and more that last from
just a few hours to multiple days.

Stop by our Virtual Open House & Survey to learn more about the project and
participate in the planning process by answering the interactive survey
questions included throughout the material. The Virtual Open House is
accessible by computer, tablet or smartphone.

Great Parks strives to host inclusive, accessible events that enable all
individuals to fully engage. Individuals needing reasonable accommodations
to participate, including those related to ADA or language interpretation
assistance, should contact Great Parks by July 6 at 513-521-7275, Voice/TDD.

To learn more, visit http://www.greatparks.org/westregiontrails



http://www.greatparks.org/WestRegionTrails
http://www.greatparks.org/westregiontrails.org
http://www.greatparks.org/westregiontrails
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