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July 13, 2023

Project VisionsWest Region Blueway 
& Trail System

strengthening and expanding 
great parks’ blueway in

western hamilton county

establishing four to five new
canoe/kayak launch sites

along the blueway trail

establishing a new shared-use
trail along the great miami

river corridor

our vision for this new trail system includes:
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3 & 5 Mile Distribution Zones

N

West Region Blueway 
& Trail System

REGIONAL INVENTORY 
3 mile distribution zones

REGIONAL INVENTORY 
5 mile distribution zones

legend
3MI DISTRIBUTION
(NORTH TO SOUTH 
STARTING AT HERITAGE 
PARK)

legend
5MI DISTRIBUTION
(NORTH TO SOUTH STARTING
AT HERITAGE PARK)

Distribution Statistics:

- The average time to 
paddle 1 mile down river is 
30min.

- Blueway planning best 
practices state that 
launches should be 
located within 3 to 5 miles of 
one another.

River Corridor Distances:

Great Miami River
- 27.1 miles (from Ohio river 
to county line)

Whitewater River
- 8.8 miles (from Great 
Miami to county line)
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Parks & TownshipsWest Region Blueway 
& Trail System

REGIONAL INVENTORY 
Townships

REGIONAL INVENTORY 
parks

Great Parks 

-  Miami Whitewater Forest  (4,670 ac)
-  Mitchell Memorial Forest  (1,649 ac)
-  Campbell Lakes  (183 ac)
-  Shawnee Lookout  (2,017 ac) 

Forest Preserves 
-  Richardson Preserve  (483 ac)
-  Oak Glen Preserve  (609 ac)

Townships

- Colerain Township
- Crosby Township
- Harrison Township
- Miami Township
- Whitewater Township
- Ross Township (Butler County)

Communities

- City of Fairfield (Butler County)
- City of Harrrison
- Village of Cleves
- Village of North Bend
- Dearborn County, Indiana
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West Region Blueway
& Trail System July 13, 2023

Blueway Character Images

NATURAL LAUNCH
(LOW LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT, NATURAL FEATURES FOR ACCESS)

Place a dot on your preferred facility type!



West Region Blueway
& Trail System July 13, 2023

Blueway Character Images

ENHANCED LAUNCH
(MEDIUM LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT, LOW IMPACT MATERIALS/ELEMENTS)

Place a dot on your preferred facility type!



West Region Blueway
& Trail System July 13, 2023

Blueway Character Images

CONSTRUCTED LAUNCH
(HIGHEST LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT, EX: WATER SCHOOL SITE, PAVED LAUNCH)

Place a dot on your preferred facility type!
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Potential Carry DistancesWest Region Blueway 

& Trail System

How far are you willing to carry your boat & gear from the parking
lot to the river?

100ft

200ft

300ft

400ft

500ft
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Great Miami & Whitewater
River Corridor
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West Region Blueway 
& Trail System
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Great Miami & Whitewater
River Corridor
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EXISTING LAUNCH SITES
PRIVATE

2 3 5 6HERITAGE  PARK DRAVO PARK MIAMI TOWNSHIP LAWRENCEBURG RD. RIVERVIEW PARK

EXISTING GREEN ACRES TRIP

HERITAGE PARK TO DRAVO PARK

MIAMI WEST COMMUNITY PARK TO
SHAWNEE 

7.0 MILES
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3 TO 4 HOUR TRAVEL TIME
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Blueway AmenitiesWest Region Blueway 

& Trail System

Parking Restrooms

Shade
Structure

Paddlecraft
Storage

ADA Launch
Systems

Paddlecraft
Dollies

Dock System

Paved 
Access

Benches,
Tables & 
Lighting

Waterschool

Informational
Signage

Paddlecraft
Slider Rails

PLACE A DOT ON THE AMENITIES YOU PREFER THE MOST
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Parks & Population Centers

N

West Region Blueway 
& Trail System

legend

5MI DISTRIBUTION
(NORTH TO SOUTH STARTING
AT HERITAGE PARK)

REGIONAL INVENTORY 
PARKS

Great Parks 

-  Miami Whitewater Forest  (4,670 ac)
-  Mitchell Memorial Forest  (1,649 ac)
-  Campbell Lakes  (183 ac)
-  Shawnee Lookout  (2,017 ac) 

Forest Preserves 
-  Richardson Preserve  (483 ac)
-  Oak Glen Preserve  (609 ac)

REGIONAL INVENTORY 
POPULATION CENTERS

The highest recreational spending per 
tapestry group: 

legend

GREAT PARKS OF 
HAMILTON COUNTY 

REGIONAL PARKS
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N

Topography & Right-Of-Ways

N

West Region Blueway 
& Trail System

REGIONAL INVENTORY 
Right-of-ways 

REGIONAL INVENTORY 
Challenging Terrain 

East:
-  E. Miami River Rd.
-  N. Miami Ave.
-  Mt. Nebo Rd.
-  Lower River Rd.
-  Brower Rd.
-  Miamiview Dr.

West: 
-  SR 128 (Hamilton Cleves Pike Rd.)
-  River Rd.
-  Blue Rock Rd.
-  New Haven Rd.
-  US 50
-  Lawrenceburg Rd.

legend
STEEP SLOPES
 - WITHIN 1/2 MILE
    OF RIVER CENTER
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Traffic Counts & River Crossings

N

West Region Blueway 
& Trail System

REGIONAL INVENTORY 
River Crossings 

REGIONAL INVENTORY 
Traffic counts 

legend

RIVER CROSSINGS

Bridge Crossing Summary
-  Great Miami River = 7 crossings
    Includes US 52/275 at mile 14.9
-  Whitewater River = 4 crossings
   Includes US 52/275 at mile 1.9

legend

25,000 +
5,000 - 25,000
1,000 - 5,000

Vehicles Per Day

1,000 - 5,000

Traffic Count Summary (Primary 
Roads): 
-  E. Miami River Rd. = 3,584 average
-  SR 128 = 10,587 average
-  Lawrenceburg Rd. = 3,733 average
-  Brower Rd. = 2,056 average
-  US 50 = 14,738 average
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West Region Blueway 
& Trail System July 13, 2023

Shared-Use Trail Character Images

WHAT makes A Great shared-use TRAIL EXPERIENCE? 
 Place a dot on the images that best represent the types of trail facilities you would like to see along the Great Miami River!
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In-Person Open House 
West Region Blueway & Trail System Presentation 

  



July 13, 2023

WELCOME TO 
OUR OPEN HOUSE!

West Region Blueway & Trail System



Expand and strengthen western Hamilton County’s blueway

Identify four to five new access points along the blueway trail 
and develop design concepts 

Prepare plans for a shared-use trail along the Great Miami 
River corridor

WEST REGION BLUEWAY & TRAIL SYSTEM
MASTER PLAN GOALSOUR VISION 



ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Find opportunities to create 
new indoor and outdoor 
educational space

Identify existing points of 
interest and locations for 
additional amenities such 
as rustic camping

Promote the history and 
culture of the corridors

Identify possible habitat 
restoration opportunities

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES



The West Region Blueway & 
Trail System will allow you to 
more easily experience all the 
adventures that western 
Hamilton County has to offer. 

THE STUDY AREA



Great Parks’ 2019 Comprehensive Master Plan is a driving force 
behind the West Region Blueway & Trail System. Its priorities are:

FULFILLING YOUR GOALS

Build more trails Establish a defined blueway system

Add programming and events 
for diverse audiences

Build ecological resiliency and 
sustainability

Provide access to conservation areas Expand access for all users

Focus on partnerships Plan for the future of every park



The West Region Blueway & Trail System also addresses the main 
themes in Great Parks’ Park and Facilities Master Plans:

FULFILLING YOUR GOALS

Add more trails & adventure Refresh harbors & experiences

Implement conservation projectsBuild new nature, education,  
& event centers



WHAT IS A BLUEWAY?

A blueway, or water 
trail, is a network of 
connected waterways 
featuring managed 
access points, clear 
signage, and 
recreational amenities 
for canoeists, 
kayakers, and other 
paddlers to enjoy.



Blueway enhancements may include:

BLUEWAY ENHANCEMENTS

Paved parking Restrooms

Paved path to water Changing areas

ADA accessibility Lockers

Floating entry points Kayak share

Refreshments

Picnic areas

Shade/shelters

Route maps/signage



We’re also looking for 
opportunities to:

Combine paddling 
trips with hiking, 
biking, and walking

Get out and explore

Create multi-day 
adventures

Participate in 
outdoor education 
classes

BLUEWAY ENHANCEMENTS



We’re looking to establish four 
to five new managed access 
points on the blueway. 

These would be in addition to 
the public launch sites that 
already exist.  

We anticipate opening one 
new launch site each year, 
beginning in fall of 2025. 

The orange dots identify 
existing launch sites.

NEW LAUNCH SITES



SHARED-USE TRAIL GOALS

Allow users to enjoy western 
Hamilton County easily and 
safely

Maximize accessibility for 
all users 

Connect with 

- Other trail networks

- Local communities

- Local points of interest



SHARED-USE TRAIL

Will travel along the Great 
Miami River corridor

Will support walking, 
running, bicycling and 
other forms of non-
motorized recreation

Will be completed in 
phases

Planning will continue 
through mid-to-late 2024



Shared-use trail enhancements may include:

Quick access Looped routes

Managed parking Connections to trails

Bike repair stations Restrooms

Bike racks/storage Lockers

Picnic areas

Access to 
lodging/camping

Access to 
dining/entertainment

Connections to 
points of interest

SHARED-USE TRAIL ENHANCEMENTS

Bike rentals Changing areas



The West Region 
Blueway & Trail System 
will connect to:

Great Miami 
Riverway

Ohio River Way

Ohio River Trail

And many trails in 
between

EXTENDING BEYOND HAMILTON COUNTY



PLANNING PROCESS

Master plan development 
centers on corridor studies and 
public input. Tasks include:

Technical studies

Analyzing existing 
conditions

Identifying opportunities

Listening to the community



TIMING

Public Engagement

Shared-Use Master Plan

Blueway Master Plan

Paddle Launch Design

Shared-Use & Blueway Master 
Plans DRAFT

Shared-Use & Blueway Master 
Plans FINAL



PARTNERING IS KEY



STAYING ENGAGED

Visit our website:

Questions and comments can also be shared with our team any time 
via email, mail or phone. Contact:

Sean Creighton, PLA, LEED AP
West Region Blueway & Trail System Project Manager
Great Parks
10245 Winton Road
Cincinnati, OH 45231
(513) 245-7455
screighton@greatparks.org

GreatParks.org/WestRegionTrails
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GENERAL  SURVEY

Where do you live (zip code)? 

In general, how often have you visited a Great 
Parks location/property in the last 12 months?

Daily or weekly

Several times a month

Several times a year

Just once or twice

I don’t know

I haven’t visited a Great Parks park in the 
past 12 months

What is the primary language spoken in 
your home?

English

Spanish

Chinese

Other

More on back

Name (optional): 

Please answer the following questions to help us better understand who is participating in today’s 
Open House. Great Parks will maintain your privacy and will not sell, rent or share your information 
with third parties.

How did you hear about this open house?

Social media

Email

Yard signs

Word-of-mouth

Newsletter

TV/radio/newspaper

Great Parks websites

Interest group website

Other (please explain)

How old are you?

18 years old or less

18 to 29 years old

30 to 44 years old

45 – 60 years old

60 – 74 years old

74 or older

What is your household income?

Less than $20,000

$20,001 - $49,999

$50,00 - $74,999

$75,000 - $99,999

$100,000 or more

What is your race?

American Indian or Alaskan native

Asian

Black or African American

Hispanic or Latino

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

White

I prefer to self-describe

How many people live in your household?

1 - 2

3 - 5 

6 or more



If you would like to receive email updates about the West Region Blueway & Trail System from 
Great Parks, please provide your email address below. 

Please use the space below to share any additional questions or comments you may have 
regarding the West Region Blueway and/or the new launch sites.

Great Parks will maintain your privacy and will not sell, rent or share your email address with third parties. 
Only those who ask to receive updates from us will receive emails. We also offer an “unsubscribe” feature 
that allows you to discontinue email communications from Great Parks at any time.

To stay up-to-date on the project, please be sure to visit our website at:

GreatParks.org/WestRegionTrails



BLUEWAY  SURVEY

Where do you live (zip code)? 

Have you ever paddled on a blueway before? 

Yes 

No

I’m not sure

How often do you go on paddling trips (canoe, 
kayak, paddleboard, etc.)? 

Daily

Once or twice a month

Once or twice a season

Just once or twice every year or so

I don’t go often, but I’d like to go more

I don’t go on paddling trips

How likely are you to use the West Region 
Blueway?

Definitely

Very likely

Not sure

Somewhat unlikely

Definitely won’t use it

When going on a paddling trip, whose 
paddlecraft (canoe, kayak, paddleboard, etc.) 
do you use? Check all that apply.

I rent from a local canoe/kayak business

I use my own

I borrow from someone (not a business)

Other (please explain below)

How often do you go on paddling trips (canoe, 
kayak, paddleboard, etc.)? 

Daily

Once or twice a month

Once or twice a season

Just once or twice every year or so

I don’t go often, but I’d like to go more

I don’t go on paddling trips

When going on a paddle trip, how do you 
typically get to river access locations? 

A local canoe/kayak business takes me

I travel with friends or family in our own 
vehicles

I usually go by myself in my own vehicle

Other (please explain)

What would encourage you to go on more 
paddling trips?

More on back

Name (optional): 

Please answer the following questions regarding your interest in paddling activities and the 
blueway enhancements being planned as part of the West Region Blueway & Trail System.



How interested would you be in combining a paddle trip with one or more of the following 
activities?

Very Interested
Somewhat 
Interested Not Sure

Not Very 
Interested

Not Interested 
At All

Exploring nearby natural 
points of interest and/or 
historic sites

Exploring nearby 
communities

Hiking

Biking

Walking

Camping

Taking a paddling class

Taking an outdoor 
education class

Other (please explain)

If you would like to receive email updates about the West Region Blueway & Trail System from 
Great Parks, please provide your email address below. 

Please use the space below to share any comments you may have regarding the West Region 
Blueway and/or the new launch sites.

Great Parks will maintain your privacy and will not sell, rent or share your email address with third parties. 
Only those who ask to receive updates from us will receive emails. We also offer an “unsubscribe” feature 
that allows you to discontinue email communications from Great Parks at any time.



Where do you live (zip code)? 

How interested are you in a new shared-use trail 
along the Great Miami River corridor?

You can’t build it soon enough!

I’m interested

I’m curious and would like to know more

Great Idea. I may or may not use it

I probably won’t use it

I know I won’t use it

If you said you may not or won’t use it, why not?

More on back

Name (optional): 

SHARED-USE TRAIL  SURVEY

When using a shared-use trail for biking, how
 long do you typically like your trips to be?

Less than an hour

Between 1 and 3 hours

Between 3 and 5 hours

Between 5 and 7 hours

More than 7 hours

Depends

How often do you use shared-use trails?

Daily or weekly

Several times a month

Several times a year

Less than once a year

I don’t know but I’d like to use them more 

I don’t use them

Why do you typically use shared-use trails?

Exercise

Recreation

Non-motorized travel

Exploring new areas

I don’t use them

Other (please explain)

When using a shared-use trail, who are you 
typically with?

Myself

Family (including kids 12 and under)

Family (teens/adults)

Exercise/exploring group

A pet

It varies

Other (please explain)

Please answer the following questions regarding your interest in new shared-use trail that’s being 
planned as part of the West Region Blueway & Trail System and how you like to use trails.



Very Interested
Somewhat 
Interested Not Sure

Not Very 
Interested

Not Interested 
At All

Exploring nearby natural 
points of interest and/or 
historic sites

Exploring nearby 
communities

Visiting a restaurant/ 
entertainment venue

Hiking

Walking

Camping

Canoeing/Kayaking/ 
paddleboarding

Taking a paddling class

Taking an outdoor 
education class

Other (please explain)

How interested would you be in combining a trip on the shared-use trail with one or more of 
the following activities?

If you would like to receive email updates about the West Region Blueway & Trail System from 
Great Parks, please provide your email address below. 

Please use the space below to share any comments you may have regarding the West Region 
Blueway and/or the new shared-use trail.

Great Parks will maintain your privacy and will not sell, rent or share your email address with third parties. 
Only those who ask to receive updates from us will receive emails. We also offer an “unsubscribe” feature 
that allows you to discontinue email communications from Great Parks at any time.
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Virtual Open House 
Public Input Site Content & Survey 
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