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OUR VISION FOR THIS NEW TRAIL SYSTEM INCLUDES:

STRENGTHENING AND EXPANDING
GREAT PARKS’ BLUEWAY IN
WESTERN HAMILTON COUNTY

ESTABLISHING FOUR TO FIVE NEW
CANOE/KAYAK LAUNCH SITES
ALONG THE BLUEWAY TRAIL

ESTABLISHING A NEW SHARED-USE
TRAIL ALONG THE GREAT MIAMI
RIVER CORRIDOR

,;E great West Region Blueway Project Visions Kimley»Horn
=~ Parks & Trail System 13,2023 RWA
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NATURAL LAUNCH
(LOW LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT, NATURAL FEATURES FOR ACCESS)

Place a dot on your preferred Facility type!

-t -« West Region Blueway Blueway Character iImages Kimley»Horn
Parks & Trail System s RWA
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ENHANCED LAUNCH
(MEDIUM LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT, LOW IMPACT MATERIALS/ELEMENTS)

Place a dot on your preferred Facility type!

-t -« West Region Blueway Blueway Character iImages Kimley»Horn
Parks & Trail System s RWA
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CONSTRUCTED LAUNCH
(HIGHEST LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT, EX: WATER SCHOOL SITE, PAVED LAUNCH)

Place a dot on your preferred Facility type!

abm - o West Region Blueway Blueway Character iImages Kimley»Horn
Parks & Trail System s Rwa
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How Far are you willing to carry your boat & gear from the parking
lot to theriver?

100Ft

ZOPFt

3OPFt

erIOFt

500ft

adn - o« West Region Blueway Potential Carry Distances Kimley»Horn
S parks g Trail System Y15 202 RWA
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PLACE ADOT ONTHE AMENITIES YOU PREFERTHE MOST

Parking Restrooms ADA Launch Dock System
Systems

Paddlecraft Waterschool Benches, Paddlecraft
Dollies Tables & Storage
Lighting
InfFormational Paddlecraft Shade Paved
Signage Slider Rails Structure Access

adn - o« West Region Blueway Blueway Amenities Kimley»Horn
S rparks g Trgilsystem 0w 202 RWA
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REGIONAL INVENTORY
PARKS

Great Parks

- Miami Whitewater Forest (4,670 ac)
- Mitchell Memorial Forest (1,649 ac)

- Campbell Lakes (183 ac)
- Shawnee Lookout (2,017 ac)

Forest Preserves
- Richardson Preserve (483 ac)

- Oak Glen Preserve (609 ac)

REGIONAL INVENTORY
POPULATION CENTERS

The highest recreational spending per
tapestry group:

Kimley»Horn
RWA
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WHAT MAKES A GREAT SHARED-USE TRAIL EXPERIENCE?

Place a dot on the images that best represent the types of trail facilities you would like to see along the Great Miami River!

adn - o« West Region Blueway  Shared-Use Trail Character Images Kimley»Horn
X Parks g Trail System a0z RWA
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West Region Blueway & Trail System Presentation

West Region Blueway & Trail System Appendix A: Open House Materials
Public Open House Summary Report



West Region Blueway & Trail System

WELCOMETO

OUR OPEN HOUSE!

July 13,2023




Expand and strengthen western Hamilton County’s blueway

Identify four to five new access points along the blueway trail
and develop design concepts

Prepare plans for a shared-use trail along the Great Miami
River corridor



ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

ol
%

Find opportunities to create
new indoor and outdoor
educational space

Identify existing points of
interest and locations for
additional amenities such
as rustic camping

%}

Promote the history and
culture of the corridors

%}

%}

Identify possible habitat
restoration opportunities



THESTUDY AREA

The West Region Blueway &
Trail System will allow you to
more easily experience all the
adventures that western
Hamilton County has to offer.



FULFILLING YOUR GOALS

Great Parks’ 2019 Comprehensive Master Plan is a driving force
behind the West Region Blueway & Trail System. Its priorities are:

Build more trails Establish a defined blueway system

Add programming and events Build ecological resiliency and
for diverse audiences sustainability

Provide access to conservation areas Expand access for all users

Focus on partnerships Plan for the future of every park




FULFILLING YOUR GOALS

The West Region Blueway & Trail System also addresses the main
themes in Great Parks’ Park and Facilities Master Plans:

Add more trails & adventure Refresh harbors & experiences

Build new nature, education,
& event centers

Implement conservation projects




WHATIS ABLUEWAY?

A blueway, or water
trail, is a network of
connected waterways
featuring managed
access points, clear

sighage, and
recreational amenities
for canoeists,
kayakers, and other
paddiers to enjoy.




BLUEWAY ENHANCEMENTS

Blueway enhancements may include:

Paved parking Restrooms

Paved path to water Changing areas

ADA accessibility Lockers

Floating entry points Kayak share

Refreshments

Picnhic areas

Shade/shelters

Route maps/signage



BLUEWAY ENHANCEMENTS

We're also looking for
opportunities to:

Combine paddling
trips with hiking,
biking, and walking

Get out and explore

Create multi-day
adventures

Participate in
outdoor education
classes
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NEW LAUNCH SITES 2

Great Parks

We're looking to establish four
to five new managed access
points on the blueway.

These would be in addition to
the public launch sites that
already exist.

We anticipate opening one
new launch site each year,
beginning in fall of 2025.

The orange dots identify
existing launch sites.



SHARED-USE TRAIL GOALS

Great Parks

Allow users to enjoy western
Hamilton County easily and
safely

Maximize accessibility for
all users

Connect with
- Other trail networks
- Local communities

- Local points of interest



SHARED-USE TRAIL

Will travel along the Great
Miami River corridor

Will support walking,
running, bicycling and
other forms of non-
motorized recreation

Will be completed in
phases

Planning will continue
through mid-to-late 2024



SHARED-USE TRAILENHANCEMENTS

Shared-use trail enhancements may include:

Looped routes Picnic areas

Managed parking Connections to trails kel
lodging/camping
Access to

Bike repair stations . . :
P REstrooms dining/entertainment

Connections to

Bike racks/storage : :
/ 9 Lockers points of interest

Bike rentals Changing areas




EXTENDING BEYOND HAMILTON COUNTY

The West Region
Blueway & Trail System
will connect to:

Great Miami
Riverway

Ohio River Way
Ohio River Trail

And many trails in
between



PLANNING PROCESS

Master plan development
centers on corridor studies and
public input. Tasks include:

Technical studies

Analyzing existing
conditions

Identifying opportunities

Listening to the community



TIMING

Shared-Use & Blueway Master  Shared-Use & Blueway Master
Plans DRAFT Plans FINAL

Public Engagement

Shared-Use Master Plan

Blueway Master Plan

Paddle Launch Design




PARTNERING IS KEY
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STAYING ENGAGED

Visit our website:

GreatParks.org/WestRegionTrails

Questions and comments can also be shared with our team any time
via email, mail or phone. Contact:

Sean Creighton, PLA, LEED AP
West Region Blueway & Trail System Project Manager

Great Parks
10245 Winton Road
Cincinnati, OH 45231

(513) 245-7455
screighton@greatparks.org



In-Person Open House
Project Fact Sheet

West Region Blueway & Trail System Appendix A: Open House Materials
Public Open House Summary Report



WEST REGION BLUEWAY

& TRAIL SYSTEM
MASTER PLAN Great Parks

Great Parks is leading the development of a master plan for the

West Region Blueway & Trail System — a new initiative to bring people
closer to nature by expanding opportunities for water- and land-based
adventure in western Hamilton County.

As part of Great Parks’ 2019 Comprehensive Master Plan, the new West WEST REGION BLUEWAY
Region Blueway & Trail System will also create new connections & TRAIL SYSTEM MASTER
between the highly popular Great Miami Riverway trail in Montgomery PLAN GOALS

and Butler counties and the Ohio River Trail and Ohio River Way. . Identify strategies

for establishing a
blueway trail system
for paddlers with
put-in and take-out
access points on the

The West Region Blueway & Trail System master plan will identify
opportunities for a shared-use trail and river access points along the
Great Miami and Whitewater rivers and in four of Great Parks’
riverfront destinations:

+ Campbell Lakes Great Miami and
« Miami Whitewater Forest Whitewater rivers
» Mitchell Memorial Forest Identify access point
+ Shawnee Lookout locations and
develop design
Together, these new resources will allow residents and visitors to concepts for four to
find their wild by creating their own unique outdoor adventures with five canoe/kayak
trip lengths ranging from a few hours to multiple days. launch sites along
the blueway trail
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT - Prepare a master
Great Parks will be partnering with local communities throughout plan for a shared-
western Hamilton County to develop project ideas and strategies. use trail system
Input from user groups and the general public will also be key to helping along the Great

guide development o_f the master plqn an_d its implementation, as all Miami River
have a stake in what it will offer and its ultimate success

Development of the West Region Blueway & Trail System master plan
will continue through mid-2024.

GreatParks.org/WestRegionTrails

what io a Z/uewng?

A blueway, or water trail, is a
connected stretch of
waterways, such as rivers,
lakes, canals or shorelines,

that feature launch points,
camping locations and other
points of interest to provide
recreational opportunities for
canoeists, kayakers and
other paddlers.




FIELD

INDIANA
OHIO

CSDVEDQLE

LEGEND
GREAT PARKS - PROPERTY

FRANCISVILLE GREAT MIAMI &

; WHITEWATER RIVER
FE JBQNK I OHIORIVER
PARK
AYLORSPORT \d EXISTING LAUNCH SITES - PUBLIC
SAYLER PARK EXISTING LAUNCH SITES - PRIVATE
CINCINNATI
[ ]
West Region Blueway abn creat
) 28
255 055 _m. @ A Parks

& Trail System Study Area



In-Person Open House
Printed Surveys

West Region Blueway & Trail System Appendix A: Open House Materials
Public Open House Summary Report



GENERAL SURVEY

Please answer the following questions to help us better understand who is participating in today’s
Open House. Great Parks will maintain your privacy and will not sell, rent or share your information

with third parties.

Name (optional):

Where do you live (zip code)?

In general, how often have you visited a Great
Parks location/property in the last 12 months?

[ ] Daily or weekly

[ ] Several times a month
[ ] Several times a year

[ ] Just once or twice

[ ]1don't know

[ ] I haven't visited a Great Parks park in the
past 12 months

How did you hear about this open house?
[ ] social media
[ ] Email
[] Yard signs
[ ] word-of-mouth
[ ] Newsletter
[ ] Tv/radio/newspaper
[ ] Great Parks websites
[] Interest group website
[ | other (please explain)

How many people live in your household?
[[]1-2
[ ]3-5

[ ]6ormore

How old are you?
[ 118 years old or less
[ ]18to 29 years old
[ ] 30 to 44 years old
[ ] 45 - 60 years old
[ ]60-74vyearsold
[]74 or older

What is your race?
[ ] American Indian or Alaskan native
[ ] Asian
[ ] Black or African American
[ ] Hispanic or Latino
[ ] Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

[ ] white

[ 1 prefer to self-describe

What is the primary language spoken in
your home?

[ ] English
[ ] Spanish
[_]| Chinese

[ ] Other

What is your household income?
[ ] Less than $20,000
[] $20,001 - $49,999
[] $50,00 - $74,999
[] $75,000 - $99,999
[ ] $100,000 or more

More on back



Please use the space below to share any additional questions or comments you may have
regarding the West Region Blueway and/or the new launch sites.

If you would like to receive email updates about the West Region Blueway & Trail System from
Great Parks, please provide your email address below.

Great Parks will maintain your privacy and will not sell, rent or share your email address with third parties.
Only those who ask to receive updates from us will receive emails. We also offer an “unsubscribe” feature
that allows you to discontinue email communications from Great Parks at any time.

To stay up-to-date on the project, please be sure to visit our website at:

GreatParks.org/WestRegionTrails



BLUEWAY SURVEY

Great Parks

Please answer the following questions regarding your interest in paddling activities and the
blueway enhancements being planned as part of the West Region Blueway & Trail System.

Name (optional):

Where do you live (zip code)?

How often do you go on paddling trips (canoe,
kayak, paddieboard, etc.)?

(| Daily

[ ] once or twice a month

[ ] once or twice a season

[ ] Just once or twice every year or so
[]1don't go often, but I'd like to go more
[ ]1dont go on paddling trips

How likely are you to use the West Region
Blueway?

[ ] Definitely

[ ] very likely

[ ] Not sure

[ ] Somewhat unlikely

[ ] Definitely won't use it

When going on a paddling trip, whose

paddiecraft (canoe, kayak, paddieboard, etc.)

do you use? Check all that apply.
[ ] 1rent from alocal canoe/kayak business
[ ]1use myown
[ ] 1 borrow from someone (not a business)

[| other (please explain below)

Have you ever paddied on a blueway before?

[ ]ves
[ INo

[ ] rm not sure

How often do you go on paddling trips (canoe,
kayak, paddleboard, etc.)?

[ ] Daily

[ ] once or twice a month

[ ] once or twice a season

[ | Just once or twice every year or so

[ ] 1don't go often, but I'd like to go more
[ ]1dont go on paddling trips

When going on a padadle trip, how do you
typically get to river access locations?

|:| A local conoe/koyok business takes me

[ ] I'travel with friends or family in our own
vehicles

[ ] 1 usually go by myself in my own vehicle
[] other (please explain)

What would encourage you to go on more
paddling trips?

More on back



How interested would you be in combining a paddie trip with one or more of the following
activities?
Somewhat Not Very Not Interested
Very Interested Interested Not Sure Interested At All

Exploring nearby natural

points of interest and/or |:] |:] |:] D D

historic sites

Exploring nearby
communities

Hiking

Biking

Walking

Camping

Taking a paddling class

Taking an outdoor
education class

OO oOooOoo0oodaod
OO oOooOoo0oodaod
OO oOooOoo0oodaod
OO oOooOoo0oodaod
OO oOooOoo0oodaod

Other (please explain)

Please use the space below to share any comments you may have regarding the West Region
Blueway and/or the new launch sites.

If you would like to receive email updates about the West Region Blueway & Trail System from
Great Parks, please provide your email address below.

Great Parks will maintain your privacy and will not sell, rent or share your email address with third parties.
Only those who ask to receive updates from us will receive emails. We also offer an “unsubscribe” feature
that allows you to discontinue email communications from Great Parks at any time.



SHARED-USE TRAIL SURVEY 0:0
&

Please answer the following questions regarding your interest in new shared-use trail that’s being
planned as part of the West Region Blueway & Trail System and how you like to use trails.

Name (optional):

Where do you live (zip code)?

How often do you use shared-use trails?
[| Daily or weekly
|:| Several times a month
[ ] several times a year
[ ] Less than once a year
[ ] 1don’t know but I'd like to use them more
[ ] 1don't use them

Why do you typically use shared-use trails?
[ ] Exercise
[ ] Recreation
[ ] Non-motorized travel
[ ] Exploring new areas
[ ] 1dont use them
[] other (please explain)

When using a shared-use trail for biking, how
long do you typically like your trips to be?

[ ] Less than an hour
[ ] Between1and 3 hours
[ ] Between 3 and 5 hours
[ ] Between 5 and 7 hours
[ ] More than 7 hours

[ | Depends

When using a shared-use trail, who are you
typically with?

[ ] Myself

[ ] Family (including kids 12 and under)
[ ] Family (teens/adults)

] Exercise/exploring group

[ ] Apet

[ ] it varies

[ ] other (please explain)

How interested are you in a new shared-use trail
along the Great Miami River corridor?

[] You can't build it soon enough!

[ ] rm interested

[ ] rm curious and would like to know more
[] Great Idea. I may or may not use it

[ |1 probably won't use it

|:| | know | won't use it

If you said you may not or won't use it, why not?

More on back



How interested would you be in combining a trip on the shared-use trail with one or more of
the following activities?

Somewhat Not Very Not Interested
Very Interested Interested Not Sure Interested At All

Exploring nearby natural

points of interest and/or |:| |:| |:| |:| |:|

historic sites

Exploring nearby
communities

Visiting a restaurant/
entertainment venue

Hiking
Walking

Camping

Canoeing/Kayaking/
paddleboarding

Taking a paddling class

Taking an outdoor
education class

Other (please explain)

O O O 00000t o
O O O 00000t o
[ e I B e O O
O O O 00000t o
[ e I B e O O

Please use the space below to share any comments you may have regarding the West Region
Blueway and/or the new shared-use trail.

If you would like to receive email updates about the West Region Blueway & Trail System from
Great Parks, please provide your email address below.

Great Parks will maintain your privacy and will not sell, rent or share your email address with third parties.
Only those who ask to receive updates from us will receive emails. We also offer an “unsubscribe” feature
that allows you to discontinue email communications from Great Parks at any time.



Public Input Site Content & Survey

West Region Blueway & Trail System Appendix A: Open House Materials
Public Open House Summary Report
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