
Advisory Committee Meeting
October 12, 2023

WEST REGION 
BLUEWAY & 
TRAIL SYSTEM



WELCOME!
1) Project Review

- Goals and Timeline

2) Recent Events
- Public Open House & Workshops

- Public Input Results

3) Blueway Access Update

4) Shared-Use Trail Draft Alignment

5) Next Steps



Expand and strengthen western Hamilton County’s blueway

Identify four to five new access points along the blueway trail and develop 
design concepts 

Prepare plans for a shared-use trail along the Great Miami River corridor

PROJECT SCOPE



Text

PROJECT TIMELINE

Public Engagement

Shared-Use Master Plan

Blueway Master Plan

Paddle Launch Design

Shared-Use & Blueway Master Plans 
DRAFT

Shared-Use & Blueway Master Plans 
FINAL



RECENT EVENTS

Advisory Committee Meeting –
6/15/23

Public Open House – 7/13/23

Public Input Website – 6/19/23 to 
8/7/23

GPHC Leadership Team Meeting –
8/15/23

GPHC Shared-Use Trail Workshop –
9/19/23

Bi-Monthly Coordination Call –
Ongoing



What we discussed:

- Launch Site Typology (natural, 
enhanced, constructed)

- Assets to consider?

- Community engagement 
methods

- Community's feelings towards 
project

- Implementation challenges within 
communities?

6/15 ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING



6/15 ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

What you told us:

- Enhanced/Constructed access

- Economic development 
engagement

- Retail and commercial assets

- Community excitement!



PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE – 7/13/2023



PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE



PUBLIC INPUT WEBSITE



PUBLIC INPUT WEBSITE – RESPONDENT PROFILE

In general, how often have 
you visited a Great Parks 
location/property in the 
past 12 months? 

How often do you go on 
paddling trips (canoe, kayak, 
paddleboard, etc.)? 

How often have you used 
a shared-use trail in the 
past 12 months? 

37%   Several times a month

29%   Daily or weekly

24%   Several times a year

6%   Just once or twice

3%   Others

23%   Once or twice a season

23%   I don’t go often, but I’d like to go more

19%   Once or twice a month

17%   I don’t go on paddling trips

14%   Just once or twice every year or so

4%     Daily or weekly

26%   Several times a month

22%   Daily or weekly

18%   Every few months

14%   Once a month

11%   Just once or twice

9%     I haven’t used a shared-use trail in the  
past 12 months



BLUEWAY LAUNCH SITES



PUBLIC INPUT – BLUEWAY ACCESS

How likely are you to use the West Region 
Blueway? 

How interested would you be in combining a 
paddle trip with one or more of the following 
activities? 

54%   I will definitely use it

25%   I’ll probably use it

13%   I’m not sure yet

6%     It’s unlikely that I will use it

2%     I definitely won’t use it



BLUEWAY SITE SELECTION PROCESS

1) Staff Kick-off & Advisory 
Committee Meetings

2) Related Studies &
Supporting Doc Analysis

3) Determination of
Preliminary Sites

4) Environmental Desktop   
Review



5) Natural Resources 
Team Review

6) Consultant Team
Preliminary        
Recommendations

BLUEWAY SITE SELECTION PROCESS



7) Great Parks Review     
& Feedback

8) Site Visits

BLUEWAY SITE SELECTION PROCESS



BLUEWAY ACCESS - TYPOLOGY

NATURAL ENHANCED CONSTRUCTED



BLUEWAY SITE SELECTION
PROCESS



SHARED-USE TRAIL



PUBLIC INPUT – SHARED-USE TRAIL

How interested would you be in combining a trip 
on the shared-use trail with one or more of the 
following activities? 

How interested are you in a new shared-use 
trail along the Great Miami River corridor?



NEW SHARED-USE TRAIL

Will travel along the Great Miami River corridor

Will extend the Great Miami Riverway through 
Hamilton County to the Ohio River 

Alignment alternatives will:

- Allow users to enjoy changing landscapes

- Maximize accessibility for all ages and abilities

- Create new connections between parks, 
surrounding communities and other trails (existing 
and planned)

Trail development needs partnerships with 
local communities

GREAT MIAMI RIVERWAY



GREAT MIAMI RIVER CORRIDOR 



GREAT MIAMI RIVER  CORRIDOR  



GREAT MIAMI RIVER CORRIDOR  



ASSET PRIORITIES



BRAIDED 
NETWORK

Draft Alignment
Spine – Primary alignment 
from Butler County to Ohio 
River Trail, that generally 
follows either side of the 
Great Miami River

Spurs – secondary 
connection to corridor Assets

Alternates – routes to be 
considered for back-up 
connections of Spine



Shared-Use Trails

Hiking Trails

Blueway Trail

BRAIDED 
NETWORK



TRAIL TYPES & TYPICAL SECTIONS



TRAIL TYPES & TYPICAL SECTIONS



TRAIL TYPES & TYPICAL SECTIONS



TRAIL TYPES & TYPICAL SECTIONS



TRAIL TYPES & TYPICAL SECTIONS



TRAIL TYPES & TYPICAL SECTIONS



TRAIL TYPES & TYPICAL SECTIONS



TRAIL TYPES & TYPICAL SECTIONS



TRAIL TYPES & TYPICAL SECTIONS



BRIDGE DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Trail with Raised Curb Separated Trail with Railing



EXISTING BRIDGE SECTIONS



EXISTING BRIDGE SECTIONS



SAFETY – INTERSECTION TREATMENTS

RECTANGULAR RAPID 
FLASHING BEACONS

(RRFB)

HAWK SIGNAL



TRAILHEAD / ACCESS POINT STANDARDSTRAILHEAD / ACCESS POINT STANDARDS
Asset-based approach

• Locate trailheads where users are expected to enter/exit trail
(i.e., existing parks and other community assets)

Trailheads

• Formal connections to trail for 
vehicles, pedestrians & 
bicycles.

• Developed areas that offer a 
range of facilities to trail users 
(parking, restrooms, shelters, 
trail information)



TRAILHEAD / ACCESS POINT STANDARDSTRAILHEAD / ACCESS POINT STANDARDS
Asset-based approach

• Locate trailheads where users are expected to enter/exit trail
(i.e., existing parks and other community assets)

Access Point

• Informal connections to trail 
for pedestrians and bicycles
(wayfinding signage, bench
and map)



TRAILHEAD / ACCESS POINT STANDARDSTRAILHEAD / ACCESS POINT STANDARDS
Asset-based approach

• Locate trailheads where users are expected to enter/exit trail
(i.e., existing parks and other community assets)

Rest Areas

• Points along the trail to pull off 
and pause/rest
(bench, drinking fountain,
interpretive signage at point
of interest)



TRAILHEAD / ACCESS POINT STANDARDSTRAILHEAD / ACCESS 
POINT STANDARDS
Local Distribution – no overarching approach

• 3 miles (max)– LMST outside of Milford/Loveland

• 2 miles (max)– Louisville Loop

• 2 miles in rural areas – GMRT in Sidney

• 1.5 miles (max)– Five Rivers MetroParks

• < 1 mile in urban/residential areas – GMRT in 
Sidney, LMST in Milford/Loveland

Federal/ODOT/OKI funded projects require “logical 
termini” at each end of a trail project.



SHARED-USE TRAIL OPTIONS



Draft Alignment
Mileage

River Crossings

Launch Sites

Parks

Asset connections

Townships / 

Communities

Parcel acquisitions / 
Easements

Trailheads



Draft Alignment
Mileage

River Crossings

Launch Sites

Parks

Asset connections

Townships / 

Communities

Parcel acquisitions / 
Easements

Trailheads



DRAFT ALIGNMENT REVIEW
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